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Spotlight Story - Airbnb's Media Takeover

Ever wonder why big national TV networks (not local affiliates)
like ABC, CBS, FOX, etc never do investigative news pieces
about the nuisances & tragedies happening at short-term
rentals?  There’s plenty of material, like what happened here, and
here, and here.  According to our friends at the Texas
Neighborhood Coalition, there have been over 430 reported
shootings at Airbnbs in the past 4 years, and the number keeps
rising.  This just happened a few weeks ago. You’d think that
might warrant something on 20/20, or 48 Hours or one of those
true crime networks like Investigation Discovery or A&E. But no,
you’d be hard pressed to find anything.  
 
Here’s a theory as to why that is – just in the past year (April
2023-24), a top industry media tracking tool uncovered that
Airbnb spent over a half million dollars running over 8300 TV ads
across broadcast & cable.  Do you think Airbnb would keep giving
these media networks their money if any negative (i.e. truthful)

https://www.12news.com/article/news/local/arizona/short-term-rental-market-flagstaff-affordable-housing/75-5f82a919-4ea6-4b44-9055-b65b49e83cb8
https://globalnews.ca/news/10526907/2-arrested-after-drugs-seized-at-short-term-rental-in-peterborough/?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter
https://www.boston25news.com/news/local/16-year-old-dead-several-injured-after-shooting-large-party-northboro/G3M6B64FGVGSJDWBD7FR7IFDJA/
https://www.txneighborhoodcoalition.com/
https://www.txneighborhoodcoalition.com/
https://www.kpcw.org/summit-county/2024-05-21/two-arrested-for-shooting-at-browns-canyon-lodge-in-peoa


stories came out about them?  Highly unlikely, don’t you think?  A
dying media industry isn’t going to bite the hand that feeds it. 
And this is just traditional television – imagine the # of ads (like
the one above you can watch here) that are running on YouTube,
Hulu & other streaming services!
 
And if you think just the media suppression is bad, take a few
minutes to read this blockbuster article about Airbnb's secretive
"safety team" that jumps in to snuff out problems that would
inevitably lead to bad press.
 
So, like we mention in our Plea to the City, city governments that
approve short-term rentals are effectively siding with an eight
billion dollar booking platform with massive media reach over
their own voting constituents, hard-working homeowners who’ve
scrimped and saved thousands to afford to live in their beloved
home, one chosen specifically to be in a safe (or so they thought)
family neighborhood, not a tourist district made up of transient
strangers coming in and out all the time, bringing in who knows
what – maybe even something like this.  That's right - an Airbnb
being used to traffic meth!
 
Anyone familiar with the popular series Breaking Bad might
remember this scene where Walter White came up with the idea
to use termite-tented houses as meth labs.  Ask your City Council
this - what's to prevent any enterprising criminal from using short-
term rentals similarly?  The answer - absolutely nothing!
 

Media Alert- USA Today 
The LBSNC was interviewed by
USA Today to talk about ongoing
STR issues & the petition efforts.

READ ARTICLE

The Towns Outsmarting
Airbnb
Cities like Durango, CO and Irvine,
CA have the right approach.

READ ARTICLE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NjSv6yKZA3Q
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2021-06-15/airbnb-spends-millions-making-nightmares-at-live-anywhere-rentals-go-away
https://www.longbeachsafeneighborhoodcoalition.org/pleatothecity
https://www.ozarksfirst.com/top-stories/two-from-california-charged-in-springfield-airport-drug-bust/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k-6UL3x9zR4&t=32s
https://www.usatoday.com/story/travel/news/2024/05/21/california-neighborhood-ban-vacation-rentals/73792254007/?tbref=hp
https://www.aol.com/news/towns-outsmarting-airbnb-more-homes-190000757.html


Quotes About STRs
Live in a neighborhood with an
Airbnb?  You'll probably be able to
relate to these quotes. 

READ ARTICLE

Battle in the Big Easy
A case study on how Airbnb & STR
platforms like to bully and lie to
local governments. 

READ ARTICLE

The Gentrification Problem
How Airbnbs are ruining housing on
the south side of Chicago.

READ ARTICLE

Hats Off to Victoria, BC
Rich investor cries about new laws
impacting his unhosted STRs.

READ ARTICLE

How Short-Term Rentals Kill
Cities
Cities like Prague are being
decimated by STRs.

WATCH HERE

https://neighborsnotnightmares.com/quotes/
https://www.nola.com/gambit/news/the_latest/louisiana-house-oks-new-fines-for-platforms-listing-illegal-short-term-rentals/article_13fb0d68-1881-11ef-893a-7b5637c2de54.html
https://southsideweekly.com/in-pilsen-gentrification-enriches-some-squeezes-others-out/
https://bc.ctvnews.ca/airbnb-operator-says-he-s-facing-losses-of-hundreds-of-thousands-of-dollars-because-of-new-short-term-rental-laws-1.6605986
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lHr7GXuqzm0


Wear Your Support
Though we are a non-profit
organization, we can use any
donations via t-shirt sales to
help fund our website.  If
you're interested in showing
your support for the Homes
Not Hotels cause, click here
or e-mail us to get something
custom made for your
community! 

In the Next Issue
Coming June 4th

With Summer "party house" season
approaching, we'll take a look at the lies & PR
spin Airbnb uses to claim they've really cracked
down on party houses.  

PLEASE SHARE THIS NEWSLETTER WITH YOUR LOCAL
CITY COUNCILPERSON OR POLITICIAN

Long Beach Safe Neighborhood Coalition
"Protect Neighborhoods, Not Strangerhoods"

If you have a story to share, please reach out to us. 
Want to subscribe or opt out?  E-mail us at lbsnc@proton.me
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